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The Language of Religion and the Quran from the Perspective of
Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd Al-Misri and Its Criticism
Mohammad Ali Ahmadi *
Abstract

The understanding and validity of the interpretation of religion and

the Holy Quran depend on the foundations and assumptions such as the
attribution of the words and meanings of the Quran to God and the ability
of the interpreter to access the content of the verses related to the culture
of the era of revelation and attention to the future. This is while some of
the theories of intellectuals such as Abu Zayd, who have been influenced
by the new hermeneutics, linguistics and semantics of the West,
challenge these foundations. The results of their claims lead to
weakening the effectiveness and validity of Quranic verses and religious
texts in proving traditional intentions and meanings. Abu Zayd claims
that the text of the Quran contains the words of the Prophet of Islam that
arose from his spiritual experience and that the language of the Quran is a
human language that is capable of scientific and linguistic examination.
He also believes that the Quran is influenced by the culture in which the
Prophet (PBUH) lived, and that there is a dialectical relationship between
the text and the culture. Therefore, this article analyzes and criticizes
some of Abu Zayd's claims regarding religion and the Quran, and its
findings show that his claims regarding religion and the Holy Quran are

fundamentally rejected.
Keywords: Abu Zayd, language of religion, understanding the text,

hermeneutics, Quran and contemporary culture, historicity and humanity
of the Quran.
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