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A Review of Orientalists’ Approaches to the Qur’an

Rafi‘ Mirza Mohammad®
Mohammad Taqji Fazeli?

Abstract

The discussion on approaches to the Qur’an is one of the
fundamental and essential topics in Qur’anic studies, which today
has attracted the attention and investigation of both Muslims and
non-Muslims. Among these, various approaches have been
proposed by Orientalists regarding the deep understanding of the
Qur’an, and examining the validity or invalidity of these
approaches constitutes the central issue of this study. The present
research seeks to address the main question by analytically
examining Orientalists’ approaches in this regard. The findings
show that the approaches of Orientalists, in terms of their
epistemological  foundations and reliance on  particular
methodologies, face certain limitations. However, through a sound
and critical utilization of their valid approaches—alongside the
interpretive methods of Islamic exegetes—it is possible to attain, to
some extent, the core messages and objectives of the Qur’an and to
elucidate the position of this discourse among Orientalists.

Keywords: Analysis of Orientalists’ interpretations of Islamic
exegetes, Orientalists’ approaches, critique of approaches.
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