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The Role of the Qur’an in the Ritual Dimension of Hajj from
the Perspective of the English Orientalist Gerald Hawting in
the Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an (Leiden)

Abd al-Khaliq Fayaz Baratt"

Abstract

The present study, employing a descriptive—analytical methodology
and relying on library research, aims to investigate this topic under the
title: The Role of the Qur’an in the Ritual Dimension of Hajj in Muslim
Belief and Practice from the Viewpoint of Gerald Hawting. According to
Hawting, the Qur’anic teachings related to the devotional-social life of
Muslims—particularly those concerning the rites of Hajj—are, both
lexically and conceptually, vague, general, and concise. Thus, in order to
understand and identify the concrete forms of the rites and rituals,
Muslim scholars have resorted to jurisprudential and legal-theoretical
analyses as well as narrations, resulting in what he considers the natural,
gradual, and historical development of these teachings. Although the
author of the entry “Hajj and ‘Umra” presents a purposeful and
methodologically structured study and demonstrates relative mastery of
historical sources along with attention to detail—features that count as
strengths—his unfamiliarity with Qur’ anic sciences such as the general
and the specific, abrogating and abrogated verses, and the clear versus
the ambiguous, as well as his tendency to interpret Qur’anic concepts
through social norms external to the Qur’an—environmental, historical,
or otherwise—prevent him from reaching accurate conclusions, which
constitutes a major shortcoming in his approach. Furthermore, the Qur’an
at times outlines general rulings without addressing details, while in other
cases it explicitly states those details—an aspect of the Qur’anic method
of expression overlooked by the author.

Keywords: The Role of the Qur’an in the Ritual Dimension of
Hajj; Hajj; Orientalists; Gerald Hawting; Pilgrimage.
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