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The “Oriental” Other, the “Western” Subject, and Orientalism
Abbas Karimi'

Abstract

Within the Eurocentric intellectual tradition, the Western subject
has pursued and maintained its “logos-centered” and “superior” position
in human relations through the invention and construction of the concept
of the “Other.” This idea, rooted not only in the philosophical tradition
but also in other branches of knowledge, has granted the Western subject
the status of an ‘“‘active intellect” oriented toward domination over the
“Other.” In the historical trajectory of Orientalism as well, the Western
subject has drawn upon an abstract—rather than concrete—ontological
distinction between West and East, or between Self and Other, in order to
posit the notion of the Other as an unquestioned historical discourse. In
this article, using a descriptive—analytical approach, the concept of the
“Other” within Western philosophical thought and the historical
development of Orientalist studies is examined. Furthermore, by
illustrating the attributive distinctions employed with the intent of
“appropriating the Other,” the study concludes that the Western
subject—despite postmodern deconstruction—does not wish to submit to
“homogeneous, identical selves,” for it fundamentally seeks to preserve
the position and identity it has established as the cognizing subject
through the very act of defining the “Other.” Thus, it legitimizes its own
“identity construction” at the cost of the “identity effacement” of the
Other, grounding this process in the principle of “deconstruction.”

Keywords: subject, Other, Orientalism, domination, Western
philosophy

. Member of the Academic Society for Quran and Orientalists, Seminary of
Qom, abb.karimi1998@gmail.com
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