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The Qur’an and Orientalism: Motivations, Methods, and

Errors of the Orientalists.
Muhammad Askari'
Qaim Mahdi'

Abstract:

Studies by Orientalists in the field of the Qur’an, although
apparently conducted with a scientific and scholarly approach, in
many cases have been influenced by Western religious, cultural,
and political assumptions. Orientalists such as Noldeke, Goldziher,
and Richard Bell have attempted, relying on historical and
linguistic methods, to explain the origin of revelation and the
structure of the Qur’an within a human framework. This article,
adopting an analytical-critical approach, examines the intellectual
and methodological contexts of Orientalist studies and
demonstrates that the inability of Orientalists to comprehend the
truth of revelation, as well as their disregard for intra-religious
foundations, has led to incomplete and sometimes biased
interpretations of the Qur’an. In contrast, research by Muslim
exegetes and Qur’anic scholars, relying on authentic Islamic
sources, has engaged in the logical critique and reassessment of
these perspectives, demonstrating, with evidence, the authenticity,
preservation, and divine nature of the Qur’an.

Keywords:Orientalism, the Qur’an, Revelation, Noldeke,
Goldziher, Critique of Orientalist Views, Preservation of the Qur’an
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1. "From an early point in his Prophetic career, ..Muhammad thought
of the separate revelations he was receiving as constituting a single
Qur'an. After he had been a year or tow in Medina, however, he

thought of them as constituting The Book which it was his task to

produce(’. Watt Montgomery, Muhammad at Mecca, p.80 )
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