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In the history of Islamic thought, colonialism and Mahdism,
as two opposing forces, have shaped the religious identity of
Muslim societies. Colonialism has functioned as a symbol of
domination and arrogance, seeking to weaken Islamic belief
and control Muslim communities through cultural
imposition, the distortion of doctrines, sectarian division,
and the creation of groups. By contrast, Mahdism is a central
Islamic belief: it embodies divine hope for global justice and
serves as a motive force for resistance against oppression
and hegemony. Using a descriptive—analytical approach and
thematic analysis of Qur’anic verses, this study examines the
conceptual and practical dimensions of this confrontation.
The Qur’an, by emphasizing the recurring pattern of the
victory of the oppressed over the arrogant, offers a divine
framework for confronting injustice, marginalization, and
hegemonic power. The findings show that Qur’anic
teachings on Mahdism go beyond an otherworldly belief and
provide a model for organizing resistance and striving to
realize justice in the face of colonialism. The study also
argues that the practice of colonial powers in exploiting
sectarian divisions and distorting the concept of Mahdism
has played an important role in suppressing Islamic
awakening. It concludes that the confrontation between
colonialism and Mahdism is not merely theoretical, but has
had concrete manifestations in the history of anti-colonial
struggles, particularly in the Shi‘i world. On this basis, a
renewed Qur’anic reading of Mahdism can serve as a
cultural and political strategy for strengthening Islamic
identity and civilizational resistance against new forms of
domination.
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Introduction

This article explains the relationship between modern colonialism and
Mahdism in the Islamic world from a Qur’anic perspective. As a complex
system, colonialism goes beyond occupation and economic exploitation; by
distorting religious beliefs and weakening religious authorities, it targets the
identity and independence of Muslim societies. In contrast, Mahdism in
Shi‘ism, and in some strands of Sunnism, has served as a spiritual resource for
preserving identity, generating hope, and organizing anti-colonial resistance.
Drawing on the Qur’anic concepts of arrogance, oppression, global justice,
and divine promises, the article maps the confrontation between the discourse
of Mahdism and the system of domination, and asks whether the Qur’an
merely speaks of the final victory of truth or also offers practical models of
resistance. Accordingly, the theoretical framework of the article is grounded
in Qur’anic discourse, Imami doctrines of Mahdism, and postcolonial
approaches. It understands colonialism as a cultural-ideological project set
against the doctrine of Mahdism, and highlights the role of active expectation

(intizar) in preparing the ground for civilizational reform.

Research Method

This study is of a fundamental—applied nature. At the fundamental level, it
revisits the concepts of Mahdism and colonialism in light of Qur’anic
teachings and the theological-social foundations of the Shi‘i school, and
through theoretical analysis, it reveals the discursive links between them. At
the applied level, its findings can be used in analyzing the discourse of Islamic
resistance, in redesigning educational programmes on Mahdism, and in
strengthening cultural confrontation with neo-colonialism in Muslim
societies. In this way, the article seeks to bridge the gap between traditional
interpretations and social applications of the doctrine of Mahdism in the age
of colonialism. Its main innovation lies in combining three approaches: first,
employing thematic analysis of Qur’anic verses in an applied, resistance-
oriented way; second, linking Qur’anic discourse analysis with postcolonial
theory to redefine colonialism as a cultural-ideological project; and third,
reconstructing the function of Mahdism as a social mechanism of resistance

rather than merely a metaphysical belief.
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Research Findings

In contemporary academic research, the relationship between Mahdism
and colonialism within the framework of Qur’anic verses has been examined
only rarely and indirectly. This fact is one of the innovative dimensions of the
present article. Most previous studies have focused on only one of these two
fields and have paid little attention to building a systematic and methodical
connection between them, especially from a Qur’anic perspective. Although
this body of work indirectly prepares the ground for the discussion, it
generally lacks a coherent discursive and conceptual framework for
explaining the confrontation between colonialism and Mahdism. Part of this
literature deals with deviant Mahdist currents and their colonial exploitation.
The article “Examining the Role of Colonialism in the Emergence of Deviant
Sects in Mahdism ...” studies contemporary deviant sects, their formation,
methods of infiltration and recruitment, and the role of colonialism in
distorting the concept of Mahdism. The book al-Imam al-Mahdi (may God
hasten his reappearance) by Rasul Razavi likewise examines false claimants
to Mahdiship in its eighth chapter and shows how Western colonialism used
the Mahdist claims of some African Muslims as a tool for weakening Islam
itself. Alongside these, works such as Mr Hempher and the analyses of Sayyid
Jamal al-Din Asadabadi and Imam Khomeini demonstrate the relationship
between colonialism and the creation or reinforcement of deviant movements
such as Babism and Baha’ism, although this confrontation is rarely formulated

explicitly in Qur’anic analytical terms.

Another group of studies concentrates on reinterpreting Mahdist concepts
at the theoretical and political levels. The article “Analysis of the Relationship
between Awaiting and Power from the Perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei”
links the notion of expectation (intizar) in his thought to struggle and jihad for
establishing the rule of religion in all spheres of life, and shows that genuine
expectation requires efforts to transform a condition of social subjugation into
political power—a goal achievable only through firm faith in the victory of
the camp of truth and active participation in building the foundations of social
power. Martin Lings’s book Ancient Beliefs and Modern Superstitions (al-
Mu‘tagadat al-Qadima wa-1-Khurafat al-Haditha) also offers a metaphysical
framework in which Mahdism is seen not merely as an intra-Islamic belief,
but as a pivotal event in the struggle between sacred tradition and the
desacralized modern world—a struggle that the colonial project has
intensified on a global scale. A third set of works provides the Qur’anic and
theological background to the discussion. The article “Arrogance and
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Oppression in the Qur’an” (al-Istikbar wa-l-Istid‘af fi al-Qur’an) by
Mahdianfar analyses the paired concepts of the oppressed and the arrogant in
the Qur’an, but does not link this directly to Mahdism. Mahdist theological
studies, such as Razvani’s al-Ma‘ud wa-l-radd ‘ala al-shubhat (“The Promised
One and the Refutation of Objections™) and similar works mainly collect
narrative and doctrinal views and tend to neglect social and political analysis.
Likewise, works such as Tafsir al-Ayat al-Mahdawiyya fi al-Qur’an
(“Exegesis of the Mahdist Verses in the Qur’an”) adopt a largely descriptive
approach and rarely examine the relationship between Mahdism and structures
of domination in a discourse-oriented way. Some theses and seminary studies
do refer, in a scattered manner, to the confrontation between Mahdism and
colonialism, but they generally lack a coherent conceptual and discursive
framework and do not employ discourse analysis. The existing literature,
therefore, shows that, although elements of the topic are scattered across
various texts, a unified Qur’anic and discursive analysis of the relationship
between Mahdism and colonialism remains a major gap—and it is precisely

this gap that the present article seeks to address.

Conclusion

This article has shown that the confrontation between colonialism and
Mahdism is not merely a political clash or a slogan, but a struggle between
two civilizational logics: one based on arrogance, oppression, and sect-
making, and the other grounded in monotheism, justice, and the inheritance of
the earth by the oppressed. Although the word “colonialism” does not appear
in the Qur’an, its semantic structure is clearly outlined through concepts such
as injustice, fitna (sedition), division, taghut (tyrannical false authority), and
coercion. In contrast, Mahdism takes shape within the horizon of divine

promise, global justice, and the rule of the righteous.

The analysis of the concepts of colonialism, oppression, and the savior
figure, as well as the study of Shi‘i exegesis, showed that Mahdism in the
Qur’an and the Prophetic tradition is more than a purely unseen belief. It has
the capacity to become a model for organizing the historical and identity-based
resistance of Muslim societies. Neo-colonialism, on the other hand, seeks to
neutralize this liberating potential by distorting Mahdist teachings, creating
sects, weakening religious institutions, promoting consumerism, and using
religion instrumentally. Drawing on verses about arrogance, oppression, jihad,
migration, unity, and the promise of divine support, one can outline a Qur’anic
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framework for resistance that rests on insight, an understanding of the
mechanisms of domination, social organization, perseverance on the path of
truth, and faith in the ultimate outcome of history in favour of the oppressed.
In this context, expectation (intizar) in its Qur’anic—Mahdist sense is not
passivity, but a form of active and civilizational preparedness for the
realization of justice. The main conclusion of the article is that rereading
Mahdism based on Qur’anic verses can provide an epistemic and strategic
foundation for cultural and civilizational resistance by Muslims in the age of
neo-colonialism, and can help reduce the gap between traditional
interpretation and the social application of this doctrine.
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