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The Noble Qur’'an, as a divine miracle, was revealed to
liberate humanity from darkness into light. The verses
related to lordship (rubiibiyyah), through their gradual
revelation, contribute to the realization of this aim in terms
of both vision and conduct. Lordship, derived from the name
Rabb—meaning the owning, reforming, and nurturing
Lord—expresses the dependence of all creatures upon God
in both the creational and legislative dimensions. This study,
employing a descriptive—analytical method, seeks to answer
the question: “What is the frequency of the verses of lordship
according to the order of revelation from a developmental
perspective™?

The result of this inquiry is the identification of eight stages
of transformation in the verses of lordship, in the following
order: the oneness of lordship; lordship and the preparation
of the Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him and his
family); lordship and warning and glad tidings; lordship and
doctrinal and practical obligations; lordship and human
choice; the aspects of lordship; orientation toward lordship;
and lordship and gratitude. An applied understanding of the
verses of lordship through their developmental progression
indicates the importance and necessity of this issue. Among
the findings of this study is that arranging the verses of
lordship according to their developmental course in the
Noble Qur’an carries multiple wisdoms, which are
addressed within the context of the article.
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Introduction

The Noble Qur’an has provided human beings with foundational and
significant equivalents and concepts, all of which are effective and guiding in
advancing human dignity. From doctrinal and ethical concepts to divine
obligations, it may be said that the most beautiful discussion is that of the
“Names of God,” which constitute the foundation of monotheistic discourse.
This subject has been addressed in various forms in scholarly articles and
theses, including explanations of one or several names, statistical analyses, or
other approaches. However, examining the “frequency within a
developmental trajectory,” particularly concerning lordship (rubiibiyyah), as
an independent and novel study—especially with the arrangement presented
in this article—is new. This study examines, according to the order of
revelation, the occurrences of the name Rabb in the Siurahs in order to
investigate the stages of  transformation that emerge.
The “lordship” of God Almighty, one of the divine names, portrays the
contemplative governance and management of the Creator of the universe, and
in the order of revelation of the Noble Qur’an, it follows a precise and
distinctive path marked by beautiful transformations. Its abundant
manifestation in the Meccan Siirahs serves as a process of foundational
construction within that polytheistic society, proceeding through an orderly,
planned developmental course. This research undertakes the examination of
this process from the blessed Surah al- ‘Alag to al-Falag, to determine the
frequency and the developmental trajectory generated by these Siurahs.
This distinctive developmental course, from the time of revelation, has come
to manifestation with multiple wisdoms and causes from the Lord of the
worlds.

Research Method

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical method to answer the question:
“What is the frequency of the verses of lordship according to the order of
revelation, from a developmental approach?” Accordingly, the verses of
lordship from al-‘Alaq to al-Falag—amounting to thirty-three instances—
have been identified separately in each Siirah, and, drawing on numerous
exegetical works, this divine name has been examined, analyzed, and
explicated across eight stages, which constitutes a novel and original
contribution: 1. the oneness of lordship; 2. lordship and the preparation of the
Messenger (peace be upon him and his family); 3. lordship and warning and
glad tidings; 4. lordship and doctrinal and practical obligations; 5. lordship
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and human choice; 6. the aspects of lordship; 7. attention toward lordship; 8.
lordship and gratitude.

Prior to entering these stages, the concept of lordship—being a beautiful
name exclusive to the Eternal Essence and used in meanings such as owner,
gatherer, and nurturer—and the concept of the “order of revelatory descent
(tanzili),” which linguistically denotes sending down, descending, and
arranging, have been explained.

Research Findings

In certain verses of the Noble Qur’an, names for God (Glorious and
Exalted is He) are presented. Clarifying these Names of God within the
structure and arrangement of the Qur’anic Surahs possesses scholarly
significance and a special status on the path of monotheism—that is, knowing
and recognizing the Lord of the worlds through His own names—to emerge
from darkness into light and to bring about transformations at various stages
of a society. Understanding the very essence of these names and the wisdom
behind their inclusion in the Surahs through a managed arrangement, in
diverse forms and styles, indicates that establishing and maintaining a precise
relationship between the Names of God in a Surah and its text—carried out by
God, the All-Knowing and the All-Wise, with specific purposes and aims—
has a lofty scholarly value that must receive serious attention in the pursuit of
truth and reality. The incompleteness of previous scholarly approaches in this
regard has created the necessity and impetus for the present study, so that,
through a deliberate and innovative effort, earlier studies and research may be
brought to completion.

Among the most important findings concerning all the Names of God, and
here specifically the name “Rabb,” are the following:

1. All the Names of God in the verses are placed in their respective
positions according to particular wisdom and cause.

2. Each name in each verse conveys forms of knowledge in harmony with
the verse itself and ultimately with the Surah as a whole.

3. The Names of God in each Surah are connected to the aims and purposes
of that Surah.

4. The Names of God within each Surah are interrelated with one another.

5. Lordship (rubiibiyyah) encompasses both creation and exposition, and
1s in direct connection with creatorship.
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Conclusion

The results of this study indicate that, to lead humanity from darkness
toward light, God Almighty has employed multiple channels in the Qur’an.
One of these is the revelatory descent of the verses on lordship (rubibiyyah),
systematically staged and aligned with the developmental phases of the
nascent Muhammadan society (peace and blessings be upon him and his
family). All of these verses reflect the management and governance of God
Almighty in the created and legislated universe—a governance that forms the
foundation of monotheistic discourse within a society.

In the first stage, “the oneness of lordship,” it is concluded that worship
should be directed exclusively to Him. This counters the beliefs of the
polytheists, who acknowledge creation as belonging to God but fail to
recognize His comprehensive authority. The oneness of lordship indicates that
the entire world is nurtured and guided by God without expectation or need,
unlike worldly nurturers.

In the second stage, “lordship and the preparation of the Prophet (peace
be upon him and his family),” the focus is on preparing the Prophet for a
comprehensive plan to receive revelation and convey it to the people.

The third stage, “lordship and warning and glad tidings, ” shows that the
Prophet (peace be upon him and his family), in order to implement the
objectives of the prophetic mission, receives instructions to guide the Islamic
community onto the path of guidance—a crucial stage for society.

In the fourth stage, “lordship and doctrinal obligations,” God seeks to
guide humanity toward happiness and away from misfortune.

In the fifth stage, “lordship and human choice,” God, in the course of
nurturing, grants humans the free will to advance along the path of humanity.

The sixth stage, “the aspects of lordship,” demonstrates that all affairs—
creation, sustenance, and provision—are solely under God’s authority,
indicating that there is no other lord or nurturer in existence except God
Almighty.

In the seventh stage, all human beings are required to direct their attention
exclusively to the “Most High Lord.”

Finally, in the eighth stage, “lordship and gratitude, ” humans are guided
away from ingratitude, which is contrary to the innate monotheistic
disposition, as gratitude enables the transition from darkness toward light.
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