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Islam, in the course of its missionary call, confronted several
currents of opposition. These included the polytheists
throughout the Arabian Peninsula—most notably Quraysh in
Mecca—as well as the People of the Book, particularly the
Jews of Yathrib, in addition to the hypocrites whose intrigues
emerged during the Medinan period of the mission. Among
these groups, the Jews of Medina were the most intense in
hostility and malice. The most prominent of their tribes were
Banii Qaynuqa‘, Banii al-Nadir, Banti Qurayzah, and the
Jews of Khaybar. These groups were characterized by
treachery and the violation of covenants and agreements, and
such base traits manifested in several practices, including
conspiracy with the polytheists, betrayal, treason, and
espionage against the Muslims.

A study of their conspiracies against Islam reveals that the
most significant expeditions undertaken by the Prophet—
peace and blessings be upon him and his family—against
them were connected to, or followed upon, one of the
Prophet’s wars against the polytheists of Quraysh. For
example, the expedition against Banii al-Nadir resulted from
their envy of the Muslims over God’s granting them victory
at the Battle of Badr, as well as their participation with the
polytheists in plotting the Battle of Uhud. Likewise, the role
of the Jews—particularly Banii Qurayzah—in paving the
way for and preparing the siege of Medina during the Battle
of al-Ahzab (the Confederates) is so evident that it cannot be
concealed.

The Qur’anic verses in Strat Al ‘Imran, al-Hashr, and al-
Ahzab have articulated these manifest realities with clarity.
Among the notable features of all these events, in addition to
Jewish cooperation with the polytheists against Islam, was
the alliance and close association of the hypocrites in
Medina with both the Jews and the polytheists. Through this
article, employing an inductive-analytical methodology, we
conclude that the Prophet (PBUH) spared no effort in
confronting the sedition posed by the Jews.
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Introduction
God the Exalted sent His Prophet Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah—peace and

blessings be upon him and his family—with the final religion and the complete

and perfect law. The core objective of this message was to bring people out of
darkness into light, by the permission of their Mighty and Praiseworthy Lord.
This divine norm is not unique to the final dispensation; rather, God has
declared that all prophets—peace be upon them—were sent to realize this very

aim. As He J\ says: “And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger,

[saying], ‘Worship God and avoid false deities.’ And among them were those
whom God guided, and among them were those upon whom misguidance was
decreed. So travel through the land and observe how was the end of the
deniers” (Qur’an, al-Nahl 16:36). All prophets encountered malicious
enemies who stood in opposition to the divine call. God, exalted be He, states:
“And thus We have made for every prophet an enemy—devils from mankind
and jinn, inspiring one another with embellished speech as deception. But if
your Lord had willed, they would not have done it; so leave them and that
which they invent” (Qur’an, al-An'am 6:112).

Along its path of propagation, Islam confronted several groups that
constituted major obstacles to the monotheistic call. These currents included
the polytheists throughout the Arabian Peninsula—most notably Quraysh in
Mecca—Iled by figures described as leaders of disbelief, such as Abti Jahl, Abu
Sufyan, Umayyah, and others. They also included the People of the Book,
particularly the Jews of Yathrib, as well as the hypocrites whose intrigues
emerged during the Medinan period of the mission. Hypocrisy persisted even
after the Prophet’s death—peace and blessings be upon him and his family—
down to the present day.

Among these groups, the Jews of Medina and its environs were the most
intense in hostility and malice. Their most prominent tribes were Banii
Qaynuqa‘, Bani al-Nadir, Banti Qurayzah, and the Jews of Khaybar. These
groups were characterized by treachery and the violation of covenants and
agreements. The Jews of Yathrib were also known for arrogance, pride, envy,
and resentment toward others. Such base traits produced several
manifestations, including conspiracy with the polytheists, betrayal, treason,
espionage against the Muslims, and the transmission of Medina’s secrets to
the polytheists in Mecca.

An examination of their conspiracies against Islam shows that the most
significant expeditions undertaken by the Prophet—peace and blessings be
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upon him and his family—against these Jewish tribes were connected to, or
followed upon, one of the Prophet’s wars against the polytheists of Quraysh.
For instance, the expedition against Banii al-Nadir resulted from their envy of
the Muslims over God’s granting them victory at the Battle of Badr, as well as
their participation with the polytheists in plotting the Battle of Uhud.
Likewise, the role of the Jews—particularly Banii Qurayzah—in paving the
way for and preparing the siege of Medina during the Battle of al-Ahzab (the
Confederates) is so evident that it cannot be denied.

The Qur’anic verses in Strat Al ‘Imran, al-Hashr, and al-Ahzab have
articulated these clear realities explicitly. Among the features common to all
these events, in addition to Jewish cooperation with the polytheists against
Islam, was the alliance and close association of the hypocrites in Medina with
both Jews and polytheists.

Through this article, employing an inductive—analytical methodology and
drawing upon historical sources as well as exegetical works on the Qur’anic
verses revealed concerning the Prophet’s jihad—peace and blessings be upon
him and his family—against the Jews in the expeditions of Banti Qaynuqa“,
Banii al-Nadir, and Bant Qurayzah, the study concludes that the Prophet
spared no effort in confronting the sedition posed by the Jews. It is in this
regard that the Muslim community is called upon to emulate its Prophet—
peace and blessings be upon him and his family.
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