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Imamate, as the core pillar of the Imami (Shia) belief system, is such that any
Quranic or narrative argument concerning it inevitably rests upon the prerequisite
of the authenticity of the narrative texts. Therefore, the main question of the article
is whether a coherent methodology can be formulated based on the accepted
principles of Sunni Hadith sciences to prove the authenticity of the narrations
(Hadiths) regarding the Imamate of the Imams from the Household (Ahl al-Bayt).
In this framework, the research objective is to compile a set of intra-denominational
(Sunni) criteria, based on their Hadith and Rijal sources, to provide a systematic
foundation for Imami theological arguments concerning the Imamate. Using a
comparative approach and a descriptive-analytical method, and by re-reading
Sunni Hadith and Rijal sources, this research extracts and compares eight strategies
for proving the authenticity of Imamate narrations. The findings indicate that these
strategies can be grouped into five methodological categories: 1. Foundational
Authenticity (DhatV/Intrinsic and Ghayr/Extrinsic) based on the definition of Sahih
and Hasan Hadith, the five conditions, and the rule of strengthening by multiplicity
of chains (Tawatur); 2. Declarative Authenticity (Iqrari) at three levels: explicit
declaration of authenticity, inclusion in Sahih-compiling books, and narration using
a definitive form (Sighat al-Jazm); 3. Argumentative Authenticity (Ihtijaji) through
the utilization of the Hadith as a basis for reasoning (Istidlal); 4. Descriptive
Authenticity (Tawsifi) based on scholars' descriptive use of narrative qualities; and
5. Homogeneous Authenticity (Hamsani), which means the transference of the ruling
of authenticity to similarly-chained narrations. Based on these five methodological
categories, a significant portion of Imamate narrations can be ruled authentic based
on the accepted principles of the Sunnis themselves, thus systematically
strengthening the foundation of theological arguments regarding the Imamate.

Cite this article: Parsamoghaddam, A. (2025). methodology for proving the authenticity of Imamate narrations (hadiths)
with a comparative approach. Theology Journal, 12 (N), 1-20. https://doi.org/10.22034/pke.2025.22765.2060

© Author(s) retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/pke.2025.22765.2060



https://doi.org/10.22034/pke.2025.22765.2060
https://doi.org/10.22034/pke.2025.22765.2060

Theology Journal, Volume 12, Issue X, 2025 2

Structured Abstract

The Imamate, as the core pillar of the Imami (Shia) belief system, necessitates that any Quranic
or narrative argument regarding it inevitably rests upon the prerequisite of the authenticity of
the supporting narrative texts. Thus, the main question this research addresses is: Can a coherent
and systematic methodology be formulated for proving the authenticity of the narrations
(Hadiths) concerning the Imamate of the Imams of the Household (Ahl al-Bayt), based on the
accepted principles of Sunni Hadith sciences? The purpose of this study is to compile a set of
intra-denominational Sunni criteria—derived from their Hadith and Rijal sources—to provide
a robust methodological foundation for Imami theological arguments in the context of inter-
sectarian dialogue.

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method with an inter-sectarian comparative
approach. By re-reading and scrutinizing key Sunni Hadith and Rijal sources, the study extracts
and compares eight validation strategies, which are then grouped into five comprehensive
methodological categories.

The findings demonstrate that a significant portion of Imamate narrations can be validated using
the Sunnis' own accepted principles through the following five categories: 1. Foundational
Authenticity (Sikhat al-Mabna ') Based on the classical definition of Sakih and Hasan Hadith,
the five conditions, and the rule of strengthening by multiplicity of chains (Tawatur or Extrinsic
Authenticity). 2. Declarative Authenticity (Sikhat al-Igrari): Achieved through explicit
judgment of authenticity by scholars, inclusion in Sahrh-compiling books, or narration using a
definitive form (Sighat al-Jazm). 3. Argumentative Authenticity (Sikhat al-1htijaji): Established
when the Hadith is practically utilized as a basis for theological reasoning (Istidial). 4.
Descriptive Authenticity (Sikhat al-Tawsifi): Based on scholars’ repeated descriptive use of
narrative qualities (e.g., using “Bab Madinat al-‘Ilm” for Imam Ali). 5. Homogeneous
Authenticity (Sikhat al-Hamsani): Where the ruling of authenticity is transferred to similarly-
chained narrations based on a Rijal expert's explicit validation of an identical Isnad.

In conclusion, by utilizing these five methodological categories, a substantial number of
Imamate narrations can be ruled authentic based on the accepted principles of the Sunnis
themselves. This systematically strengthens the foundation of Imami theological arguments
concerning the Imamate, making them maore resilient and effective in inter-sectarian discourse.
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