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Reflection on the verses of the Holy Qur’an shows that the
verses which point to the intelligence of natural
phenomena—those that clearly speak of their prostration,
glorification, obedience, and humility before God, the
Exalted—should not be interpreted contrary to their apparent
meaning. On the one hand, allowing the Holy Qur’an to
speak for itself and paying due attention to the authority of
the apparent meanings of its verses, and on the other hand,
the absence of any sufficient reason to reject those apparent
meanings, indicate that natural phenomena, like human
beings, have accepted the lordship of God with intelligence
and choice. They glorify Him, praise Him, and prostrate
themselves before Him by will and choice; they are in
dialogue with God, perfected through His guidance, and
humble before Him. It is evident that this intelligence
operates in a manner that most people are unable to
comprehend. The dominance of this perspective in empirical
studies will uncover new dimensions of reality and will lead
to a different pattern of interaction with nature.
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Introduction

This study seeks to uncover the reality of the intelligence of the universe
and other creatures according to the Qur’anic portrayal, through an
examination of verses that address the behavior of natural phenomena—such
as glorification, prostration, and obedience to God, the Exalted. This
interpretation faces objections from a group that views these verses as
metaphorical or poetic language, while another group maintains that they
indicate ontological (takwini) forms of worship. Hence, the central problem
of the study emerges: What Qur’anic evidence indicates that natural
phenomena possess intelligence and perception? The study aims to present a
precise understanding of this theory by eliciting meaning from the Qur’anic
text and presenting the derived evidence.

Research Methodology

The study adopts the interrogative (thematic inductive) method in
examining the Qur’anic text. This method is based on posing issues and
questions to the Holy Qur’an and deriving their answers through a collective
reflection on its verses. The method was applied by gathering verses related
to the behavior of natural phenomena and analyzing them within a unified
framework to understand the comprehensive Qur’anic vision of the
intelligence of beings, while avoiding fragmentary interpretation and adhering
to the authority of the apparent meanings of the texts unless conclusive
evidence necessitates diverting them from their apparent sense.

Key Findings

Through inductive analysis, it becomes evident that the Holy Qur’an
explicitly affirms that non-human creatures possess forms of understanding
and perception. The evidence can be summarized under the following axes:

1. Address and dialogue: The establishment of a direct address and
dialogue between God, the Exalted, and the heavens and the earth, as in His
saying: “and He said to it and to the earth, ‘Come, willingly or unwillingly!’
They said, ‘We come obediently’” (Qur’an 41:11), which necessitates
understanding and the capacity for conscious response.

2. Revelation: The affirmation of divine revelation to the heavens and the
earth, as in His saying: “On that day she will relate her chronicles, for her
Lord will have inspired her” (Qur’an 99: 4-5), indicating their capacity to
receive the divine message and to express it.



169 The Intelligence of Beings from the Perspective of the Holy Qur an | Sayyid Isa Mostarhami

3. The offering of the Trust: The offering of the Trust to the heavens, the
earth, and the mountains, and their refusal of it with reason and awareness of
its gravity, as in verse 72 of Qur’an 33, which negates the notion that the offer
was merely metaphorical and unintelligible.

4. Voluntary obedience and worship: The response of creatures to the
divine command willingly and by choice, not merely through coercive
ontological compulsion.

5. Conscious glorification and prostration: The conjunction of the
glorification of natural phenomena with that of angels and human beings,
using expressions that denote knowledge, such as His saying: “Each knows
his prayer and glorification” (Qur’an 24: 41), and His saying: “But you do
not understand their glorification” (Qur’an 17:44), which confirms the reality
of this glorification as distinct from human perception.

6. Humility and submission: The description of certain stones as “that fall for
the fear of Allah” (Qur’an 2:74), indicating an affective and perceptive response.

7. Intelligent subjugation: The subjugation of the wind to the Prophet of
God, Solomon, to run by his command “blowing softly” (Sad: 36) and to
comprehend his directives, which requires understanding and intelligence.

8. Conscious servitude: The description of idols as “creatures like you”
(Qur’an 7:194), which presupposes the attribute of conscious servitude to God.

9. Companionship in worship: The participation of mountains with
prophets, such as David, in glorifying God at specified times.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the clear apparent meaning of numerous Qur’anic
verses indicates that all creatures and natural phenomena—not human beings
alone—possess a form of intelligence, perception, and life appropriate to their
nature, enabling them to know their Creator, glorify Him, and worship Him in
their own way. This understanding is reinforced by adopting the method of
interrogating the Qur’an and adhering to the authority of the apparent textual
meaning in the absence of decisive evidence to the contrary.

Belief in this Qur’anic vision carries profound implications for human
conduct and existential outlook. It shifts one from viewing nature as inert
matter subjected to exploitation to engaging with it as a community of
remembering and glorifying servants, cultivating humility within the soul,
strengthening a sense of responsibility, encouraging respect for and
preservation of the environment, and opening new horizons for positive
interaction with the natural world and for contemplating deeper dimensions of
existential realities.
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