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Religion between stability and change: the problem of the occurrence of change in religion

Ibrahim Mohammad Hatem Baldi

Religion Between Stability and Change: The

Problem of the Occurrence of Change in Religion

Ibrahim Mohammad Hatem Baldi

[s religion susceptible to change and alteration or is it stable,
authentic, realistic and unchangeable? Three possibilities arise
when it comes to envisioning the nature of the occurrence of
change in religion: change in the fundamentals of religion
only, change in the branches of religion only, and change
in both the fundamentals and branches. Supposing that this
change occurs, its origin is either subjective, incidental, or
both subjective and incidental.

Several theories have been mentioned on the origin of
religion and religiosity such as the fear of death or violent
natural forces, or the human ignorance of the causes behind
natural phenomena and the inability to explain them
scientifically during historical times. If such theories are
correct, then the occurrence of change in religion is inevitable
and the implication of such a change is the unreality and
inauthenticity of religion. However, contrary to these
propositions, humans have an innate disposition to religion
and religiosity, and the spiritual human need for religion is
similar to the material human need for oxygen. This implies
the authenticity of religion, the genuineness of religiosity,
and the impossibility of the occurrence of change in religion



The Essence of Religiosity: A Social Viewpoint

Mohammad Qaruq Karkish

This essay defends religiosity as a set of religious
practices and rituals which form the essence of the
community. It considers religiosity from the standpoint
of humanities —particularly sociology and anthropology-
and overcomes the unilateral viewpoint which had
marked classical theological studies. The latter considered
religiosity to be synonymous to religion or even a replica
of the religious text/revelation, far removed from the
influences of one’s social environment, as if religious
practices reflect the direct effect of religious texts on the
individual. This thereby led to the denial of the influence
of multiple social contexts on the mode of religiosity.

With sociology however, the essence of religiosity has
become increasingly connected with the social reality,
especially the social formation which envelops the lives
of individuals at the cultural, political, and economical
levels among others. Hence, the essence of religiosity is
not connected to the strict application of the contents of
the religious text but is connected to reality, especially
in the views of classical pioneers of sociology such
as Durkheim, Max Weber, and Georg Simmel among
others. Additionally, religiosity is not synonymous to
religion but is rather a social phenomenon.
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Thequestionofreligioninmodernwesternsociety:betweenarealisticreligionandatranscendentalone

Al-Ayashi Al-Adrawi

foundation of a new western philosophy, a different
western awareness, and a distinct perspective on the
“western self”, especially taking into account its major
determinants and guides, one of the most important of
which is the religious and doctrinal given.

This main aim of this essay is the observation
and analysis of the manifestations of this western
transformation with reliance on three principal preludes:
“the transition from the marginalization of the question
of religion to its centralization”, “the transition from
the dominance of material philosophy to the growth
in religious awareness”, and ‘“the transition from a
metaphysical and transcendental religion to a practical

and realistic one”.



The Question of Religion in Modern Western
Society: Between A Realistic Religion and A

Transcendental One

Al-Ayashi Al-Adrawi

This essay examines the return of the question of
religion to modern western civilization. It discusses
the causes of this return and highlights its implications
and dimensions as reflected by current western reality
and represented by western culture which has not
been distinguished by anything during the time of its
“modernity” as it has been marked with the renunciation
and disregard of religion, whether at the intellectual or
practical level.

This indifference has led to the absence of the question
of religion for a long time in the West, and delayed the
answer until the emergence of what has been named
today as the wave of “postmodernism”. With this wave
has emerged a reconsideration of many constants and
certainties, and many principles and points of departure
which had previously formed the pillars of western
thought such as the concepts of “rationality”, “human

99 ¢¢

centralism”, “domination of materialism”, “absoluteness
of'science”, “marginality of religion” and other concepts.
This has led to what may be described as an intellectual

postmodernist turning point which has installed the
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This edition of Al-Hayat Al-Tayyiba tackles the main theme
of “Religion and Religiosity: Anthropological and Sociological
Approaches (1)”, examining religion and religiosity from the
perspective of modern social, philosophical and theological
viewpoints. Several researchers and experts have explored
this main theme in three essays in the following order:



> The Observatory of Life: o (2 S

4 v
) . 25 d )
1-Ayatollah Sheikh Mohammad Hadi Ma’refat as a ——,
Social Exegete :
dusll abo yasle

> Summary of Contents of Main Essays:
1-Arabic Summary
2-English Summary

> The Qasis of Life
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Order of Essays in the 45th-46th Edition of Al-Hayat
Al-Tayyibah -Year 25- Summer 2021

Main Theme:

> Religion and Religiosity: Anthropological and
Sociological Approaches(1)

1-The Question of Religion in Modern Western
Society: Between A Realistic Religion and A

Transcendental One

2-The Essence of Religiosity: A Social Viewpoint

3-Religion between Stability and Change: The
Problem of the Occurrence of Change in Religion

> Research Papers and Studies:
1-The Role of Mosques in the Cultural Development

of Islamic Societies

> Scholarly Readings:

1-The Paradigms and Manifestations of Religious
Renewal According to Mohammad Shahrour: A

Critical Reading of Referential Foundations



