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The office of Beiglarbeigi was one of the highest political positions overseeing the
provinces and sub-provinces of the country from the Safavid era onward. This
position continued to exist during the Qajar period, but its status underwent
significant changes. This study, using a descriptive-analytical approach and based
on an examination of written sources and archival documents from the Qajar era,
investigates the role of the Beiglarbeigi in provincial administration and the factors
that influenced changes in its status. The findings indicate that, at the beginning of
the Qajar period, Beiglarbeigis, similar to the Safavid era, still held the highest
political authority in certain provinces. However, with the reduction of the
country’s territory, the disappearance of some Beiglarbeigi-governed regions, and
Fath-Ali Shah’s measures to weaken the political and military power of local elites
and appoint Qajar princes to govern provinces and sub-provinces, the status of this
office declined. Gradually, Beiglarbeigis in most provinces and sub-provinces
assumed a position subordinate to governors, who were mostly Qajar princes, and
during Naser al-Din Shah’s reign, they were positioned at a level equivalent to
high-ranking municipal offices, such as the Kalantar.
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