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' .John Rawls. A Theory of Justicepi. -1

basic liberty First: each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive
compatible with a similar liberty for others.lhe basic liberties of citizens are. roughly
speaking;, political liberty (the right to vote and to be eligible for public office)
togcether with frecdom of speech and assembly: liberty of conscicnee and freedom of

thoughts frcedom of the person along with the right to hold (personal) property: and

freedom from arbitrary arrest and seizure as defined by the concept of the rule of law,

LTDILEALY a

These liberties arc all required to be equal by the first principle, since citizens of a just

.society are to have the same basic rights

" .John Rawls. A Theory of Justice,p.

50 that they are both Sccond: social and cconomic inequalitics are to be arranged
advantage (a) Reasonably expected fo be to everyone's

1(b) Attached to positions and offices open to all,
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' . The Capitalist Manifesto. Louis O. Kelso. Mortimer J. Adler. p A-

Among those who participate in the production of wealth. each should receive a «
share that is proportionate to the value of the contribution each has made to the
»production of that wealth,

Arp 7L ibid,

Every man has a natural right to life. in consequence whereof he has the right to

maintain and preserve his life by all rightful means. including the right to obtain his
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»subsistcnee by producing wealth or by participating in the production of it
'ibid(p
Since everyone has a right to property in the means of production sufficient for
earning a living. no one has a right to so extensive an ownership of the means of
production that it cxcludes others from the opportunity to participate in production
to an extent capable of earning for themselves a viable income: and. consequently. the
owncrship of productive property by an individual or houschold must not be allowed
to increase to the point where it can injure others by excluding them from the

opportunity to earn a viable income.
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