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Eloquence) and Its Valuationary Outcome *
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Abstract

The term ‘Dunya’ (world) represents a multifaceted concept in Nah;j al-Balaghah
(The Peak of Eloquence). Paying attention to the multidimensional nature of this
concept provides a comprehensive perspective on the statements of Amir al-
Mu’minin (Peace be Upon Him) and prevents the selective interpretation of his words
that may lead to either excessive worldliness or neglect of worldly matters. The
practical domains of ‘Dunya’ in Nahj al-Balaghah (The Peak of Eloquence)
sometimes refer to signs of the created world and at other times elucidate its
instrumental nature. In certain instances, it highlights the material existence in
comparison to the divine essence, and occasionally it strives to describe the relative
value of the worldly life related to the Hereafter. At times, it employs various
rhetorical styles to emphasize the goal-oriented approach to a world separated from
the Hereafter. Careful examination of these diverse approaches to ‘Dunya’ in Nah
al-Balaghah (The Peak of Eloquence) reveals that the criteria for evaluating the wort
of the world and praising or condemning it cannot be simplified to fit all perspectives.
For instance, the sign-oriented approach is considered one of the modes of
ar%um_enj[atlon and 1s related to metaphysical and cosmological asgegts.. The
relativistic mode, as opposed to the application of the relativistic approach, indicates
a general and natural state, pointing to an evident reality outside and famlflar within
the mind. The centrality of instrumental, goal-oriented, and relativistic perspectives
versus the truth-oriented relativistic approach relies on the cﬁality of human
interaction with the world and is therefore subject to evaluation. In this regard, the
instrumental perspective defines an esteemed world, contrasting with the goal-
oriented view, which highlights a disparaged world. The relativistic a%proach against
the truth is also ambivalent, as the world can be portrayed as esteemed or disparaged
based on either a linear relationship of human actions with the Hereafter or a
fundamental relationship of human behavior with the world. This research employs
a content analysis aplproach to elucidate the existing perspectives on ‘Dunya’ in Na
al-Balaghah (The Peak of Eloquence) and the manner in which praise an
condemnation are applied to them..

Keywords: Nahj al-Balaghah (The Peak of Eloquence), Worldview
(Dunyashenasi), Concept of Dunya, Admired World, Condemned World, Human-
World Relationship.
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