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Typology of Recitations Transmitted from Asim by Aban bin Taghlib
and Its Contrast with Hafs's Reading *

Meysam Kohan Torabi *

Abstract

Aban bin Taghlib, a prominent scholar, lexicographer, and renowned reciter
of Shia Islam in the 2nd century Hijri, possessed a distinctive recitation style and
even authored a book titled "Al-Qira'at." His role and the recitations transmitted
from him are not obscure in comprehending and interpreting the Quran. He
presented his recitation in the lineage of distinguished reciters like Asim and was
a transmitter of their recitations. The prevalent recitation known as Hafs's
recitation originates from Asim, and Aban also transmitted his recitation from
Asim. The extent to which Aban's transmitted readings were what he heard from
Asim is uncertain. However, in interpretative texts and when transmitting various
recitations, it has been explicitly stated in some instances that Aban transmitted
this particular recitation from Asim. The current research, through scrutiny of
Shia and Sunni sources, has meticulously gathered these instances. It firstly
addresses cases where Aban explicitly narrated this recitation from Asim and
secondly explores the differences between the transmitted recitation and Hafs's
recitation. Considering Aban's direct transmission from Asim, from whom the
famous recitation reaches him through Hafs today, examining the discrepancies
in Aban's and Asim'’s transmissions could significantly assist in understanding
and interpreting the Quranic verses. Aside from one case, this study primarily
delves into the differences in the structure of words in two categories: verbs and
nouns, each briefly listed with their semantic disparities.
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