) Ggallalf cilaadl dasls
VAYZVFA 250 NPT Ll g lgs FF 0 ylad ot b Jow eylunlidi ) gla 2 5530058 ale doliliad ga

Al-Mustafa International University
Bi-Quarterly Scientific of the Qur'an and Orientalists, Spring and Summer 2024 19 (36), P:169-192 Gsa 9 08 e Gijgal paine :

A Critical Analysis of the Structure and Content of the Entry
“Raj’a” in the Encyclopaedia of Islam *

Mohsen Nouraei ! and Seyyedah Farnaz Ettihad >

Abstract

Raj’a, referring to the resurrection of certain deceased individuals during the
arrival of Imam Mahdi (a.s.), constitutes a core belief within Shi’a Islam. Despite
the attention given to various Shi’a doctrines by Orientalists, scholarly research
on the concept of Raj’a remains limited. Etan Kohlberg’s article “Radja” in the
Encyclopaedia of Islam published by Leiden represents one of the few
independent works by Orientalists addressing this topic. This descriptive-
analytical study offers a critique of the aforementioned entry. The findings from
this research reveal multiple deficiencies in the article, including: the absence of
definitions for both the literal and terminological meanings of Raj’a, the
conflation of the terms “Rafidi” and “Shi’a,” an insufficient exploration of
Quranic verses pertaining to Raj’a, incomplete in-text citations, inadequacies in
conveying the prevalent understanding of Raj’a within Shi’a thought, and a lack
of engagement with both theological and primary Shi’a sources concerning Raj’a.
The results of this study are applicable in contemporary Orientalism studies as
well as in Quranic and Shi’a theological studies.

Keywords: Raj’a, Etan Kohlberg, Encyclopaedia of Islam, Shi’a and Rafidi,
Theology.
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