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Problem Statement: The Ansar Allah movement in Yemen is
among the most prominent political and social actors in that country.
This movement is founded on ideological principles derived from
the Zaidi sect of Islam, which emphasizes on social independent
reasoning, resistance against oppression, Imamate, armed uprising,
Fatimid lineage and courage.

The movement emerged within the Houthi family, with Hussein
Badreddin al-Houthi as its spiritual founder. they sought to adapt
Zaidi teachings to contemporary realities and revive Zaidi identity.
this movement gained widespread support among Zaidi followers
and other dissatisfied segments of society, particularly due to its
criticism of political corruption, foreign interference, and the
influence of Wahhabi currents in Yemen. After Hussein Badreddin
al-Houthi’s death in 2004, leadership passed to his brother, Abdul-
Malik al-Houthi, marking a new phase of political and military
activity.

The Ansar Allah movement eventually became one of Yemen’s
primary forces and is considered one of the most important
ideological politico-military movements in Yemen. Rooted in Zaidi
theological principles, the group has embraced political realism.
This transformation, grounded in Quranic teachings, has legitimized
Ansar Allah’s political discourse. In Zaidi thought, imamate is
restricted to the descendants of Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn
(PBH), and the imam must rise against injustice and corruption to
gain legitimacy. Ansar Allah has based its political legitimacy on
this principle, attributing it to Quran. They maintain that resistance
against foreign domination is part of their identity.

Objective: The study analyzes the movement’s evolution and the
role of the holy Quran in this evolution. By examining Ansar Allah’s
thought in the light of Quranic verses, the research explores how
these Quranic principles influence the movement’s domestic and
foreign policies, transforming it from just theological theory to
pragmatism. Understanding this evolution helps us to explain the
movement’s internal legitimacy and its regional and international
standing. The research also highlights how Ansar Allah’s reliance
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on Quranic verses in combating corruption and resisting foreign
domination has solidified its position as a resistant movement with
clear religious authority. The Quranic foundation of these principles
gives legitimacy and strength to the movement’s policies, enhancing
its political and social influence.

Methodology: This descriptive-analytical study utilizes Quranic
verses and employs library and documentary methods. Data were
collected through primary sources, including books and articles, and
analyzed based on Zaidi thought.

Findings and Conclusion: The theological principles of Zaidism—
including imamate, justice, ijtihad, rationalism, resistance against
oppression, armed uprising, Fatimid lineage, and courage—form the
ideological foundation of the Ansar Allah movement. These
principles have played a pivotal role in promoting social justice,
rationalism, and the fight against injustice, serving as the primary
motivations for social and political movements led by Ansar Allah
in Yemen. By adhering to these principles, the movement has
significantly influenced the political and social developments in
Yemen and, consequently, in the Middle East and beyond.

Given the Zaidi emphasis on imamate based on justice and resistance
against oppression, Ansar Allah presents itself as the legitimate
representative of these Quran-derived principles, attracting broad
popularity and support both within and beyond its territory.

In the realm of ijtihad and rationality, Ansar Allah, drawing on the
thought of Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi and emphasizing on its
jurisprudential and theological distinctions, has offered innovative
solutions to Yemen’s political, social, and economic challenges.
This approach has strengthened the movement’s popular base and
enhanced its legitimacy. In combating oppression, the movement has
leveraged foundational Zaidi principles to confront governmental
corruption and foreign domination—not only bolstering its domestic
legitimacy but also establishing itself as a symbol of resistance
against injustice regionally.

By applying these theological principles to its military and social
policies, Ansar Allah has countered internal and external threats and
solidified its position in regional and international politics. A
detailed analysis of these principles provides deeper insight into the
connection between Zaidi theology and the Ansar Allah movement,
as well as their impact on regional developments.

The movement’s influence in Yemen and the Middle East, including
its relations with Iran and Saudi Arabia, underscores the global
political impact of these principles. Iran’s spiritual support for Ansar
Allah, particularly in areas like military advisory services, has had
significant regional and international repercussions, creating crises
in the international relations of dominant powers.

In summary, Zaidi theological principles not only form the
ideological basis of the Ansar Allah movement but also play a
crucial role in implementing its policies and strategies. Particularly
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in the areas of social justice, rationalism, and resistance against
oppression, these principles have made Ansar Allah a key player in
domestic and regional political and social transformations.
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